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A Step-by-Step Guide to Cashing In On the US Digital Chart Giveaway!!!

Most US recreational boaters anew aware that oufederalgovernment is busy giving away
thousands of dollars worth of US nautical chart prodiasctfreeon N O A A Office of Coast
Survey(OCS)website(http://www.charts.noaa.govWell, as one of th@oorabused tapayers
actuallypaying for this outrageous ghaavay you might as well get yours ta@ht?Right! So,
what are you waitindpr, go get itboater!

PREPARATION (Thanks to Matt Andring famprovements tthis section)

1. Firstyoureallyneed to getyoypooroldc o mput er c¢cl eaned up; you \
with 5 years worth of bottom growth gour hull and prop would you? Swéd up your
cheapAsian-built computer(that was shippetb the USin aPanamaniatflagged
foreign-oil-fueledfreighterwhose norEnglish speaking crewereonly able to safely
navigateUS waters because O®&sbeen working continuously for 200 years to
maintain upto-dateUS nautical charfsandclean up youc o mp uhaml drivvesl use
both Start Menu>All Programs&ccessories>System Tools>Disk Cleanup afr@eware
program callecCCleanerhttp://www.ccleaner@m/

2. Throw out old programs yomeveruse Go to Start MenuSontrol Panel>Add Remove
Programdo remove programs

3. Backupyour filesto an external hard drive then deldief i | es vy oragulalg n 6t wuse
Good targets for deletion atleingslike your enemous digital photo and downloaded
videos filest hat youol | never | ook at again

4. Thenrun your disk cleaner programs agamddefragnent your hard drivéStart
Menu>All Programs>Accessories>System Todlsk Defragmenter)Generally
speaking you shoully to keep 20 gigabytes or 15% of your hard drive empty,
whichever value is lesslike to try and keep mg o mp u €:/ednivé &least one third
free for fasteperformancePlan to add a few gigabytes to your current tataiou
download the chart givingsoftware and chart fige

5. Once you have this doneake surell your operating system software is-tgpdate and
thatyou are usinghe latest version aine of the OCS recommended internet browsers
like Mozilla Firefox: http://www.mozilla.com/en
US/firefox/upgrade.html?from=getfirefox

6. It goes without saying that you shouidvea fast internet connectidrecause some of
the files youodll b e If yowowene tomchahp to gpyrfthat, oty e r vy |
a public library(anothettax-payer ripoff), and use theiAsian-built computer and fast
internet connection to download to ydAsian-built portable hardlrive you used for hard
drive backupgor freeload offa friend with a fast connectian)

7. You will also need somkind of decompression softwaresé&thefree tial-version of
WinZip available heréttp://www.winzip.com/downwz.htm

THE OFFICE OF COAST SURVEY WEBSITE

Now thatyour computer hard drive is clean and your internet connect®nmm® Kybunafe
readyto rock(andnot hittherocks. But before you downloathe freechartsthe first thing you
need issomesoftware to open and view a chart with. Thedjoews ighere are a lot of free
demo software optiorsnd theOffice of Coast SurvefOCS)websiteis once agairthere tohelp


http://www.charts.noaa.gov/
http://www.ccleaner.com/
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/upgrade.html?from=getfirefox
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/upgrade.html?from=getfirefox
http://www.winzip.com/downwz.htm
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youlocate andetrievethem.L et 6 s just do a quick tour of Off]
nautical chart product sé.

1. Navigate to th@®©CSwebsite(http://www.charts.noaa.ggvand click ornthe tablabeled
Nautical Charts & Pubsat the left end of the blue bar in the middle of the scrEen (

1) or just typethe following addrss directly into your browser
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs.html
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NOAA's Office of Coast Survey ensures safe, efficient and environmentally
Coa?t Survey s!m-pshot sound marine transportation that brings an uninterrupted flow of people and

w goods into and out of our nation's ports.

The foundation of the United States economy is the Marine Transportation System--
America's network of oceans, rivers, canals, locks and dams. Shipping on these
"rmarine highways" moves people and cargo around the country, and connects us to
the global marketplace for international trade and affordable goods. The Office of
Coast Survey is responsible for producing the suite of nautical charts that covers the
coastal waters of the U.S. and its territories.
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ner: United States Offics of Coast Survey

Figure 1. Click on the O6Nautical Ch aBurveywkbsife bhdmse@agel i nk c i
(http://www.charts.noaa.gav/

2. Your eagle eywvill noticethaton t he &6 Nauti cal C htlzereis alot & P u b s
moregoing onthanjust demochart viewers anétee charts sdefore moving ontake a
moment to run your eye down the three columns of links herb@widmark this
welpagebecause its the perfect navigation start point for future visits to the OCS
websiteor for restarting yourcurrentOCS visit after going off oa tangent somewhere


http://www.charts.noaa.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs.html
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/
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MNautical Charts & Publications

MNOAS produces and maintains a suite of nautical charts that cover the coastal waters
of the U.S. and its teritories. NOAM's charts are available in a variety of formats,
including

* Traditional paper charts

* Print-on-Demand charts: up-to-date paper charts with current Notice to Mariners
corrections

* Raster Navigational Charts® (NOAA RNCs): bitmap electronic images of paper
charts

® Electronic Navigational Charts® (NOAA ENCs): vector charts that conform to
international standards

MOAS also produces several nautical publications. For example, the United States
Coast Pilot® is a series of nautical books with a variety of important information for
navigators to supplement the nautical chart

Nautical Charts & Products Nautical Charting Utilities Data Portals
* Traditional Paper Charts = MOAA's On-Line Chart Viewer = Tides and Currents (General)
* Printon-Cemand Charts (POD) B B = nowCCOAST: Real-Time Coastal Data Map Portal
* Raster Mavigational Charts: NOAA RNCs® Historical Products = Physical Oceanographic Real-Time System
= Electronic Mavigational Charts: NOAA ENCS® = Historical Maps and Charts (FORTSE)
* PocketCharts = Histarical Coast Pilots = Mautical Charting Links
= BookletChart™ (Experimental) .
+ Charl Updates (LMM and MM Carrections) Learn About Charting Products Resources
= Obtain Charting Products = Coast Survey Partners
Nautical Charting Publications + How a Chartis Updlated - Ghart Gamiage Reguirements
= United States Coast Pilot® = Differences Between Maps & Charts = Reporta Charting Discrepancy
= US ChartMo.1 = Learn Ahout Mautical Charts = ChartInquiries (guestionsicomments)
= Char Catalogs = DGPS &Your Chart = Carlographic Automation
+ Dates of Latest Editions (DOLE) = Differences Between N and LMW = Nautical Chart Calendars
* Upcoming New Editions (SOMN) = Differences Between RNCs and ENCs
= Distances Between L. Forts = Differences Between NOAA ENCs® and DNGs®

= Differences Between ENGC and ENCEDirect to GIS

y | Disclaimer | NOAA NO&4 | LS. Department of Commerce
Discl T ) 5. Departmert of
Web site owner: United States Office of Coast Survey

|
Figure 2. The O6Naut i c a lthel@ebivelpagsto Bokmarkin your trdwsenfors 6 page i s

reorienting yourselin mid-sessioror for return trips to the Office of Coast Survey website.

3. Noticethere ardinks hereto valuablestand alon@autical charproductsand
publicationsyou candownloadlike theUS Coast Pilot
(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload)l@ndUS Chart No. 1
(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chartnol)h#hmd rotice that in addition to
two types ofdownloadablaligital chartsRasteNautical Charts and Electronic
NavigationalCharts (RNCs anBNCSs) there is alsanOn-Line Chart V iewer (another
nice bookmark for your browseyou can use to preview charts before investing time to
download them http://www.nauticalcharts.r@@.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.htinl

4. There is als@very importantink to the OCS Chart Updateswebpage
(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.htmflich can generata
list of all correctionsspecificto the current edition ofrey USchartby chart numbefrom
theUSCGLocal Notice to MarinerdNGA Notice to Mariners andventhe Canadian
Coast Guard Notices to Marineth¢ Canadians may have free universal healt loar
they donot gi V)eVitmexcptions, dmenercial marinetare seequired
by lawto carry the latest paper chaits the areashey sailwith all currentnoticeto
marinersupdateshoted on the charHmmm, upto-date charts, sounds«é basic good



http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chartno1.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/OnLineViewer.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
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seamanship, right?!u8 for some reason, as a recreational boater egoape thibasic
seamanship equi rement whi cht 86 e$ nddely, ymiaadhkae ngens e.
relativelyinexperienced driversme don 6t to levpall the teols yoo need to
drive safelya What?!Suffice to say it ideginnerlevel good seamanship to cami} the
currentpaperchartsaboard your boat when you are underway at all times AND maintain
them upto-date by manually correcting thefor all the notices to marineror the area

you intend to sailWhy carry paper when we have free digital charts? Again, good
seamanship meansery houror so while underway (depending on how fast you are
moving) manuallyplotyour 6 GP S oifryoux aperchart or atéastrecord the laton,

time, course and speedyour log sowhenyou loseyour electronicgit will happen)

you can figure out where you are from your last fix and caetimvigating by dead
reckoning! Ohhhhhhe

5. You may have not i cseack $20 Gofecedd2?2 for thepldrint @nh a r t
Demand charts that aoaly printed after you order them and so come completely
corrected for all notices to marinelgtp://www.nauticalcharts.noagv/pod/POD.htr
so if you want to go on a long trip it gets expensive fast to have paper charts on board. If
you are a recreational boaterand youneedaodpat e paper chthert but
money to run out and buy 5 ($100-&aing) or 10 ($200 K& hing!!) or 20 ($400 KA
CHING!!) new printed charts; heck out OCSé6s exfEeri ment al B
(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/BookletChart.htifhese are the same NOAA
nautical charts using the same chart numbers you might buy fe22R0full sizeprint
format but are reduced in scgkxale bar still allows you to measure distance accurately)
and di vi de dfoimatpages ®r edsy printidigbrda home color printer. These
charts are also ufp-datelike the $22 Print On Demand chaas of the day yo
download thensoif you download and print them julefore you leave on your voyage
you know you are good to go. | think this BookletCBagiroduct is a great way to have
inexpensive ujio-date printed charts aboard your baateback up to your RCDS or
ECS so print out your local chastdu really need a decent color prinvkithé d ou b | e
si ded o6 capability) and tnygt out. If youke it tell OCS you appreciate it and then
call your Congressional representatives agtlL THEM WHAT A GREAT JOB OFFICE
OF COASTSURVEYISDOINGIi t 6s t he only way to keep ou
maker wellfunded turning out products for us)!

GET YOUR FREE DEMO CHART VIEWER
1. OK, if you are not already there,start t he OCS 6 Nauti cal Charts
page(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs fitcickon t he | i nk OF
Navigational C HFgr 3) On theweaga thak dppedssroll down
andskim the informatiorthereenough tdearnthat adaster nauticalcharb(RNC) is
simply a digital image of an actual NOAA paper chatif you zoomin too far
everythinggets fuzzyand grainylike holdinga photo too close to your fac&his may
seem like a drawback but | kind of like it because it keeps me frorrzowening the
chart inmy computer or chart plottelisplay.By comparison, an ENC &nGlectronic
navigationalcharbcomposed o& vector database dfgital point, line and areahart
features saf you zoom in there is no fuzziness, everything still looks tikep discreet
points, lines and area objegthich can fool you into thinkg your boat is irsafewaters



http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/pod/POD.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/BookletChart.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs.html
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whenreally there is no data there aymli might be in danger. At your earliest

inconvenienceead up on ENCs and RNCs by returning to the Nautical Charts and

Publications pagéthe one you bookmarked, rightd clickngon the linké Di f f er en c e s
Bet ween RNCs and ENCsb®
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/learn_diffRNC_ENC.html

Figure 3 To find both a list of links to free demo chart vieveaftware ando navigate tdree RNC file downloads,
click on 6Raster Navigational Chart s: NOAA RNCs&®6.

2. Focusing orgetting and usingaster nauticalchars first,understand that RNCis
displayed in what NOAAefers toas a Raster Chart Display Syst@RCDS) The chart
plotter on your boat is an RCDS and so is the chart viewer software we are going to
download. Some chart plotters and-B&sed chart viewers also hén&NCs as well as
RNCs.NOAA wants you to refer tthese more capab{and by far mostommonchart
display unit$ as arElectronic Chart SysteifieCS). For professional mariners there is
something called an Electronic Chart Display and Information System too (ECDIS).
What is the difference between and ECS and an ECDIS? NOAA (the National
Organization for the Advancement of Acronyimexplains it as follows:

Question- What are ECS and ECD?S

Answer- Electronic chart systems encompasses any electronic system that uses digital
chart data. The chart data can be vector or raster and no spéaifitat is currently


http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/learn_diffRNC_ENC.html

